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a letter
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editor
Dear Readers,
Thanks for picking up an issue of SevenQueen! Our goal is
to provide a relevant publication for you: the queer youth
of America. We are inspired by the Riot Grrrl philosophy of
craving “records and books and fanzines that speak to US
that WE feel included in and can understand in our own
ways” (Bikini Kill 478). We know that there are a lot of
magazines targeted to teen girls, but we also know straight
girls aren’t the only teens who want to read magazines.
We’re here hoping to add something different to the mix
because we rarely felt spoken to or included. We’ve found
that media presents queerness, especially in youth, as a
radical deviation from the norm that only seems to appear
in the form of a few narrow stereotypes (hello GBF and
artsy gay girl). However, we know that our readers are not
a monolith;
each and every one of you is unique!
We also believe that being queer does not mean you can’t
enjoy taking quizzes or reading a magazine for teenagers.
So, we hope you find a place in mainstream media through
SevenQueen and that our publication is truly relevant to
you.
As always, our journalists found some amazing youth
activists to highlight this month. In this issue, we double
the fun by featuring two different areas where youth are
speaking out. Not only have we written about Indigenous
youth activists working across the country, we also
interviewed a high-schooler involved in climate justice
who actually planned a climate strike in her own
community! Both these articles relate to our focus for this
issue: Ecofeminism.
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Winona LaDuke inspired us when she said, “The Earth is
our Mother…. It is our responsibility to care for our Mother,
and in caring for our Mother, we care for ourselves”
(LaDuke 467). You can read about Ecofeminism on page
eight and about youth environmental activism on pages
twenty and twenty-four.
Because it’s the end of the year, I wanted to leave you with
a special reminder:
Being a queer teen can be hard – we applaud all of you!
I always try to remember that even Megan Rapinoe and
Sue Bird were awkward teenagers once and now they are
the love we love to obsess over. Especially around the
holidays it can be tough to remember just how amazing
you are. Not everyone you’re celebrating with might know
how you identify and that can be a tricky obstacle course
to navigate. We try to discuss some strategies and the
meaning behind “coming out” in our article on page
fourteen . Seriously, being queer means being strong.
Feminist Charlotte Bunch said, “Our very strength as
[queer people] lies in the fact that we are outside
patriarchy; our existence challenges its life” (Bunch 224).
Think about how rad that is; our existence is fighting the
patriarchy! We’re excited to help you find your own
strength, to remind you that you matter, and to provide
some fun entertainment along the way.

XOXO,
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MEET THE
Pardes | she/her/hers
Pardes Lyons-Warren is a second year at Colorado College.
She recently declared her major in Feminist and Gender
Studies and hopes to minor in Environmental Studies.
Pardes feels a magazine like SevenQueen would have been
great when she is younger which is what inspires her to be
on this team. When she’s not in her editor role, you can
probably find Pardes playing ultimate frisbee or bustling
from one club to the next.

Mazlyn | she/her/hers
Mazlyn Freier is a first year at Colorado College. She’s not
officially declared, but she is currently planning on
majoring in Sociology and double minoring in Feminist and
Gender Studies and English. Mazlyn remembers how much
she enjoyed reading magazines like Seventeen and Teen
Vogue when she was younger and believes that all young
people should feel supported and represented by resources
like these. She loves SevenQueen’s mission and is honored
to be editorial assistant!
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Rhetta | she/her/hers
Rhetta Power is a first year at Colorado College. She’s still
unsure about what she wants to major in, but is interested
in Biology and Feminist and Gender Studies. Her belief of
the importance of providing support and resources for
young people, especially young queer people, has driven
her engagement in this project. Additionally, the topic of
ecofeminism was something she wanted to learn more
about, and being a journalist for SevenQueen magazine is a
great way to facilitate that learning.

Carol | she/her/hers
Carol Holan is a first year at Colorado College. She is yet to
declare a major, but she’s interested in Feminist and
Gender Studies as well as English and Art. Carol wants
young queer teens to feel like they are represented in the
media, and she feels like having a magazine like
SevenQueen specifically for queer youth is an important
part of that representation. Outside of writing for
SevenQueen, Carol enjoys biking, drawing, and baking with
her friends.

Mia | she/her/hers
Mia Altenau is a third year at Colorado College. She is
majoring in Feminist and Gender Studies and minoring in
Education with the ultimate goal of a career in social
justice. As a teen, Mia considered Seventeen magazine her
kryptonite as she recognized the problems in its strict
heteronormativity but relished in the fun, flirty content. As
the graphic designer, she hopes SevenQueen can provide
the same flashy entertainment while seriously and
responsibly tackling topics queer teens care about.
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WHAT IS
by carol holan

ECOFEMINISM?
& rhetta power

What is
Ecofeminism?
We’ve all heard the word “feminism,” but did you know that under the
blanket of feminism, there are many,
various forms? While all feminists
work towards the greater goal of
ending oppression for marginalized
people, different groups of feminists
have different specific goals, focuses,
or beliefs. Think about it this way: at
school, all of your teachers are
working towards the same goal of
educating and helping their students,
but each teacher has a different
specialty. You wouldn’t go to your
Algebra teacher for Spanish help,
right? Some forms of feminism
examine economic class, while others
are concerned with sexuality, and
others focus on a specific affinity
group. These different forms of
feminism are often called feminist
theories or frameworks. In this article,
we’ll be focusing on a feminist theory
called Ecofeminism, which inspired the
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theme for this issue of SevenQueen.
What is an Ecofeminist, anyway? It
may just sound like a feminist who
cares about the environment but trust
us, there’s a lot more to it than that.
The Ecofeminism that we know today
was first created in the 1970's (Miles).
These feminists were frustrated by the
way nature had been historically
feminized, leading to the oppression of
both women and nature.For just as
long as men have been trying to
control women’s bodies, men have
been conquering and controlling land
(Miles). Early ecofeminists believed
that to end the oppression of either
nature or women, the hierarchies
surrounding both had to be
completely undone. Basically, nature
could not be free without women
being free and vice-versa (Miles).
Some critiques of the framework
include “the claim that women are
biologically closer to nature reinforces
the patriarchal ideology of domination
and
limits
ecofeminism's
effectiveness” (Archambault). Many
also believe that linking the natural
processes of women’s bodies to the

earth excludes women who do not
share in those same processes such as
trans
or
intersex
women
(Archambault).
While some Ecofeminists view the
link between women and nature as
something that is only oppressive,
others find it empowering and
embrace their connection to nature.
As shown by this debate, even within
the
specific
framework
of
ecofeminism there are several
different sects and beliefs.
Cultural ecofeminists are one of the
groups that embrace their tie to
nature. In fact, they encourage and
promote the link between women and
nature. Women's role as nurturers and
mothers makes them closer to nature,
as well as their natural cycles such as
menstruation and pregnancy. They
believe that this link gives women the
ability to be more in-tune with the
earth’s needs and more sensitive to
environmental
issues.
Cultural
Ecofeminists agree that humans need
to co-exist with the earth, so the
strong ties between women and
nature are important (Miles).
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Radical Ecofeminists stand on the
opposite side of the spectrum from
Cultural Ecofeminists. They believe
that the tie between women and
nature only oppresses both, and
because of this they do not embrace it.
Similar to early beliefs, Radical
Ecofeminists see patriarchy as
impacting nature and women through
each other and believe that one
cannot be free if the other is still under
the control of men (Miles). Today,
Ecofeminism is still concerned with
the founding belief that the
oppression of women and nature are
tied together, but has also become
more concerned with climate change
and sustainability. One big part of this
concern includes examining how “the
failure of women in developed
countries to acknowledge the ways in
which their own lifestyles were
leading to further degradation of their
counterparts
in
less-developed
countries and of the Earth as a whole”
(Miles). Current day ecofeminism is
discussing how there are “very real
effects of race, class, ethnicity, and
sexuality on a woman’s social position”
and the way that plays into their
impact on the environment (Miles).
The attention to sexuality and
queerness is a relatively new
development of ecofeminism.
If
ecofeminists want to fight all systems
of oppression, they believe that they
must acknowledge differences in all
aspects of a person’s identity (Miles).
You most likely haven’t heard of
Francois d’Eaubonne, but she is the
woman credited with creating the
term “ecofeminism.” A French scholar,
she published a book in 1974 called
“Le Féminisme ou la Mort,” which
translates to “Feminism or Death.”
This book detailed a concept stating
that the suppression of women and
the suppression of nature were
connected and that patriarchy
essentially led to the destruction of
nature (Environment and Society).
Basically, what she was saying was
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that women are deeply connected to
nature and that when we do things to
hurt either one, the other will suffer.
While d’Eaubonne certainly wasn’t the
first to theorize these types of
thoughts, she is known as the first to
put a name to it, coining the term
“ecofeminism” that led to a feminist
framework and movement that has
developed to where it is now.
Dr. Vandana Shiva is known as one of
the most important figures in the
ecofeminist movement. A scientist and
eco-activist born in India, Shiva

focuses on sustainable food initiatives
and resistance to destructive capitalist
systems as a movement for equality
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica). Something that she
advocates for is the concept of
agroecology,
a
sustainable
agricultural practice that is a
recommended method to combat
some of the devastating effects of
climate change (Navdanya).
She
focuses much of her work on India and
poorer communities negatively

affected by corporations and climate
change. Shiva rejects traditional
concepts of growth and development
as detrimental to women and less
wealthy communities (Shiva 407). To
break that down, Shiva disagrees with
common understandings of what it
means
for
a
community
or
environment to “develop” in a positive
way. She thinks that “production” can
actually lead to thedestruction of lives
and environments. Her reasoning for
this is based in the ecofeminist theory
that women and nature are
interconnected which we mentioned
earlier. In this framework, to use
natural resources for building things
means that these resources are being
taken away from women and
communities that depend heavily on
the earth for sustenance. Taking these
resources is a form of taking power
and oppressing women.
Ynestra King is an Ecofeminist in the
United States who gained fame from a
piece written in 1987 called “What is
Ecofeminism?” King believes that in
the past, women’s connection to
nature had been used as an oppressive
tool, but the ecofeminist movement
works to challenge this by taking the
oppressive context out. Women’s
connection to nature is, in her
framework, seen as a source of power
and strength in their life (King 116).
King
believes
that
capitalism
encourages the domination of humans
over nonhuman elements, and
capitalist structures portray this as
natural. Following this, it makes sense
that part of her feminist thinking is
based on the deconstruction of
capitalist institutions. Something King
believes is that ecofeminism is more
diverse and inclusive than other
frameworks, whichshe sees as largely
middle-class white women.
This is part of her reasoning for
embracing ecofeminism, as the
environment is pertinent to all people
who inhabit this planet, especially the
women she sees as connected to the
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rth (King 118). A key part of King’s
theory is cultural ecofeminism, that
women should embrace their childrearing capabilities as a political
strategy, giving them power in a
society that attempts to take it away
from them. The bond between women
and nature is seen as a powerful tool
that should be embraced and utilized.
King’s ecofeminism is based on
embracing ways of knowing that are
separate from scientific and dominant
narratives. King states that “we are
potentially free in nature,” as natural
order does not inherently hold
concepts of freedom or goodness and
badness. She states that human and
natural liberation must come hand in
hand because there is no point in being
a liberated person in a dominated
world that cannot sustain a liberated
life (King 120).
Someone you might have heard of in
current news about activism and
environmental issues is Winona
LaDuke. She is a Native American
rights activist born in Los Angeles that
moved to the White Earth Reservation
in Minnesota and has recently been
involved with issues such as the
Dakota Access Pipeline. A part of her
ecofeminist perspective is that she
views industrial relationships with the
earth as predator-prey relationships.
The Earth existing as prey translates
to the people of the Earth being
included as the prey of the industrial
complex.
When
breaking
this
relationship down to an individual
level, particularly women exist as prey
and are targeted by colonialism and
industrialism. She believes that
women are manifestations of Mother
Earth in human form and therefore as
her daughters, women have a duty to
treat her with kindness and respect
(LaDuke 473). She states that support
for
indigenous
activism
and
sovereignty is crucial to protect
cultural diversity and allow indigenous
people the autonomy to protect their
ecosystems and mother earth. More
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than just feminists who care about the interest in you, we encourage you to
environment, this concept is deep and do your own research and learn more
plentiful. If any of these ideas spark
about Ecofeminism!
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COMING OUT
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what's it all about?
carol holan

After years of overthinking and
questioning something I’ve almost
always known to be true about myself,
I haphazardly choked out the classic,
“Mom, I’m gay,” in a Trader Joe’s
parking lot. For months, I had been
planning and preparing to tell my
parents at the same time over dinner
or
whenever
else
felt
most
appropriate for such an important
announcement. Instead, I found my
16-year-old self, teary-eyed in a rental
car, waiting for some sort of response
from my fairly shocked mother.
Coming out doesn’t always go the way
you plan it to go. Don't trip, that
doesn’t mean it’s going to be the end
of the world as you know it. I’m still
here to tell my story, aren’t I?
For many queer teens, coming out
can be a big, important, and sometimes
scary moment. Coming out is truly a
different journey for everyone – some
people wait until college or much later

in their lives while some choose to tell
their parents at age 10. There might
not be a set instruction manual or any
sort of rule book, but hopefully
reading this article can give you the
tea. Alexa, play some queer bops.
First, let’s get one thing straight
(LOL): coming out is a process, not a
one-time event. Although some
coming-outs may feel a lot bigger than
others, there is not one singular point
in your life where you “come out” once
and for all. For real, the process begins
before you even know it’s happening
and has no real ending point (Coming
Out). In fact, one of the very first parts
of coming out involves just you and
happens long before you decide to
actually come out to others. Before
you tell your BFF, your fam, or anyone
else, scholars believe that you need to
be aware of your own sexuality. Many
queer thinkers say that one of the
most important stages of the coming

out process is coming out to yourself.
But WTF does that even mean? Just
like the coming out process as a whole,
it has a different meaning for
everyone.
Learning to love and accept yourself
is an important but sometimes
challenging act. It can take a long time
for some people to come out to
themselves and accept their own
feelings about who they think is a
snack. Because we’ve grown up in a
society that tells you to be
heterosexual, it can be difficult when
you feel like being yourself is also
breaking the norm. Because we’ve
grown up in a society that wants you
to be straight, it can be tough when
you feel like being yourself is also
breaking the norm. Here’s why:
“transphobia, homophobia, biphobia
and other prejudices against LGBTQ+
people are often learned by many
people, including those that may be

"Yep, I'm gay."
-Ellen DeGeneres

"I was like, 'Oh, this is a
big (expletive) deal. I'm a
black woman. A celebrity.
And I'm out.' It was a big
deal. No regrets."
-Wanda Sykes
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considering coming out” (Stanford).
The way you react to your own
sexuality can depend on the
environment you grow up in and the
beliefs of the people surrounding you
(Alonzo, Buttita). Once you’ve come
out to yourself, you may want to begin
to tell some of your baes. The decision
to tell your friends or fam the tea
really depends on your own unique
situation and how you’re feeling. It’s
important to recognize that you could
be fully out in some spaces and not in
others – and that’s gucci! (Planned
Parenthood). Being out in an
environment that isn’t safe or
potentially accepting could be a no-go,
which we’ll get more into later
(Psychology Today).
In the spaces where you aren’t out,
you’re said to be in “the closet”, but
WTF is that, anyway? “In the closet” is
a commonly used phrase to describe
queer people who are yet to give out
the deets on their sexuality. Some
queer thinkers see it as something that
has been used to oppress and shame
queer peeps, and has also been used to
describe the “denial, concealment,
erasure, or ignorance” of people who
aren’t out (Brown).

While some of the discussion around
“being in the closet” points to it as
something that isn’t lit, there is
straight up nothing wrong with
choosing not to come out. If there’s
one thing you take away from this
article, remember that the most
important element of coming out is
doing it on your own terms. If there’s
one thing you take away from this
article, remember that the most
important part of coming out is doing
it on your own terms. Whether that
means being out in no spaces, a few, or
all spaces, do what is right for you,
okurrr? (Planned Parenthood).
Are you thinking “this is it, chief”
about coming out? If it feels like the
right thing to do for you, it can be a
very powerful and freeing choice.
Many people describe coming out as
having a huge “weight” lifted off their
shoulders (Coming Out). Being out and
active in the queer community also has
the ability to make you feel like you
are part of something much larger
than yourself which can be super
empowering. Linking up with other
LGBTQ+ people throughout and after
the coming out process can be helpful,
reassuring, and inspiring (Stanford).

"I was terrified.... I thought people
were gonna say, 'Oh, she's doing this
as a publicity stunt.'" - Janelle Monaé

Although it can sometimes be easier to
connect with the queer community
after you’ve come out, that doesn’t
mean it’s impossible to do so
beforehand. If your school has a gaystraight-alliance, you can join it as an
ally. You can also attend pride events
and be an activist for LGBTQ+ people
as an ally. You don’t need to be out to
feel like you can connect with other
people
like
yourself
(Planned
Parenthood).
The queer experience, especially
that of publicly sharing one’s sexuality,
has long been debated, discussed, and
theorized by scholars, activists, queer
people, and many others for a very
long time. For some, coming out and
being publicly queer is a politic, or
tactic, to challenge and confront the
norm of heterosexuality (Rich). White
lesbian feminists have sometimes
encouraged coming out as a way
(sometimes as the only way) to
challenge the institutions that oppress
queer people. These feminists see
coming out as a powerful and political
decision that has the ability to inspire
other queer people and resist
heterosexual
oppression
(Rich).
Another feminist suggests that all

"...since I came out, I keep
getting all these parts, and
my career's taken off. I
want a quiet life. I'm going
back into the closet. But I
can't get back into the
closet, because it's
absolutely jam-packed full
of other actors."
- Ian Mckellen
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women who want to defy the
patriarchy
need
to
“situate”
themselves as lesbians (Bunch).
However, yet another lesbian feminist
takes on a slightly different position,
claiming that all women share lesbian
experiences,
because
of
their
connections with other women,
whether or not they are sexual (Rich).
Not all feminists feel this way
though; others have critiques of
coming out. One activist claimed,
“Transgender people, drag queens,
[B]lacks and Hispanics played outsized
roles during many of the earliest
milestones of the gay rights
movement. Today, however, these
same groups have been denied many
of the benefits of the revolution they
sparked” (James). Another popular
discourse that queer people of color
maintain is that coming out is a
privilege. For people who are already
oppressed because of their race, being
publicly queer is often a “luxury” they
cannot afford (James). One feminist
describes the idea that many Black
queer people do not feel like they can
“claim queerness,” or come out,
because they are already such a
marginalized group. Yet another

"You

can't just put gay
in a little gay
box anymore"

- Neil
Patrick
Harris

critique Black feminists offer suggests
that the discussion around coming out
doesn’t fully address the role that race
and class play in the decision to come
out. The LGBTQ+ community that is
depicted in the media is most readily
accepted by society is white, cis, and
usually wealthy. Because of this, the
struggles that people of color
experience are often left out of the
common discussion around coming
out and being queer (Harris).
Now that we’ve covered some of the
larger discussions around coming out,
it’s time to think about the parts of
coming out that pertain just to you.
Some questions that you might want
to ask yourself include: “Will I lose my
job? Will I lose my home? Will I be
safe?” (Psychology Today). The
possibility of losing any of these things
due to your sexuality is really scary
but they are issues most queer people
must
consider.
Unfortunately,
negative answers to these problems
happens to be the answer for many of
those in less accepting environments.
Asking yourself these questions is not
always an easy process, especially if
the answers may discourage you from
actually coming out. Because of the

“Gay men can sometimes feel ashamed or
chastised when the
messaging is 'Be out
and proud!' or 'Just
come out.' It's not that
easy. It certainly
wasn't for me.”
- Tan France

stress this process may bring,
“LGBTQ+ individuals often feel lonely,
disconnected, confused, sad, ashamed,
fearful, angry, and vulnerable”
(Psychology Today). While it is difficult
to ask yourself these questions,
experts believe it can be a very
important part of the process for you
to consider these things before
coming out.
For teens, another big part of
coming out could be telling your
parent(s) or coming out at school.
Experts suggest considering familial
rejection or acceptance before coming
out to have a better idea of what may
happen once you do (Katz-Wise). Just
like we noted earlier, coming out to
both yourself and others may be made
easier or more difficult depending on
the environment you grow up in and
your access to resources. Remember
that it’s totally acceptable to come out
in some spaces and not others. The
most important part of coming out is
doing it when and where you feel safe
(Planned Parenthood).

“I vividly remember
D'Angelo's 'How Does it
Feel?' as a song I
listened to around the
time I came out.”
- Jonathan Van Ness
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Environmental

Activism
They Speak for the Trees

“Activism.”
This is a word you’ve probably
heard or seen people post about.
Tbh, it’s become common to
retweet or add posts to your
story about different social
justice issues. While many people
are aware of issues like climate
change, there aren’t quite as
many G.O.A.T.s who actually take
concrete action to resist and try
and fix the current state of the
climate. However, as we’ve often
seen throughout occur throughout history, it’s the youth that are
actively making their voices heard
and fighting for better futures. All
around the world, youth are high
key taking action to protest and
raise awareness for environmental issues they observe in
their own communities. Some
activists have even gained international attention, like Greta
Thunberg, a 16-year-old from
Sweden who has spoken to audiences like the United Nations
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By RHETTA POWER
and has been nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize. But real talk,
there are many Indigenous youth
activists in the United States and
around the world with similar
achievements who receive less
attention for their efforts. We will
attempt to uplift some of these
unsung heroes who are working
to change the world.
When thinking of groups that
help the environment, you probably think of dank organizations
like the Sierra Club, one of the
oldest environmental preservation groups founded all the way
back in 1890 (Switzer). Or maybe
you think of “Grassroots”
Environmental Activism, which
started in the 1970s. As larger
environmental groups crowded
Washington D.C., these “grassroots” communities developed
movements locally because they
thought that was suss (Switzer).
While these organizations have

certainly been fire at raising
awareness for various environmental issues, they’re predominantly white and wealthy. In the
1980s, Black communities in
North Carolina began to advocate
for climate issues in their
communities, shifting the popular
narrative of who climate change
affected and who should take
action (Switzer). Indigenous people have also been working on
environmental issues, mainly
focusing on land reclamation and
preservation. While their stories
are rarely told, they’re the OGs.
As Bikini Kill, a sick band, once
said, “doing/reading/seeing/hearing cool things that validate and
challenge us can help us gain the
strength and and sense of
community that we need” (Bikini
Kill 478). Below we’ve highlighted
young adults who are making
dope changes in their own communities and all over the world.
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Xiuhtezcatl Roske-Martinez
Age: 19
Boulder, CO

iuhtezcatl Roske-Martinez is
a director of the international
youth climate group, Earth
Gaurdians. He’s spoken to the UN
and traveled across the world to
spit straight facts on different
platforms. Roske-Martinez says his
parents, the founders of Earth
Guardians, instilled environ-mental
activism in him at a young age. His
father’s practice and teachings of
Mexica Aztec traditions high key
in-fluenced how he views the world
and his personal responsibility to
fight against climate change
(Black). He believes that his
Mexican and Aztec heritage gives
him his connection with the earth
and his ability to understand the
inter-connection of living things.
Roske-Martinez began his
activism with a speech at the age of

X
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six (no cap). Even at this young age,
Roske-Martinez already had some
sick things to say, similar to those
we’ve heard from other ecofeminist thinkers, such as: “the Mother
Earth is alive” and is a “beautiful
living thing” (Guardians). The
crowd was of course hyped by his
powerful ending, “Now who wants
to make a better future for us and
our children? Together we can do
it, the power of one!” (Guardians).
Roske-Martinez has continued to
value unity as the key to a better
future. In an interview when he
was 14, he sais the goal of all his
advocacy and environmental work

was “to empower young people
across the planet to help protect
the earth so our generation and
those who follow will inherit a
healthy and sustainable planet”
(Black). Roske-Martinez believes
that the world’s children are the
best equipped to change the world,
stating that “as young people, we
have the advantage that the world
will listen to us more than adults
because we’re vulnerable and
innocent”(Black). Al-though he
acknowledges the diffi-culties of
speaking and advocating for
environmental action, he firmly
states that “this generation will be
viewed as the generation that was
able to overcome one of the
greatest issues that humanity has
ever faced” (Black).
Roske-Martinez is also very
involved in his music career; he
considers himself to be an “ecohip-hop artist,” and in recent years
has dedicated more and more time
to his music (BESE). RoskeMartinez believes that “[music] is
one of the most powerful mediums
we have to influence change in our
culture,” and that the youth of the
world can most directly be reached
this way (BESE). You might be
doing a TikTok dance to one of his
songs soon. He is touring in 2019/
2020, has collaborated with Jaden
Smith, Shailene Woodley and
Nahko Bear and has released two
books, “We Rise: The Earth
Guardians Guide to Building a
Movement that Restores the
Planet” and “Imaginary Borders.”

To keep up with Xiuhtezcatl Roske-Martinez, his journey and his work,
follow him on social media.
Instagram: @Xiuhtezcatl Twitter: @xiuhtezcatl
Website: https://xiuhtezcatl.com/
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e Ara Whatu is a lit youth group
that was founded in 2017 and is
made up of Indigenous Māori
and Pasifika people who came
together to be representatives for the
UN Climate Talks (Our Story). They
advocate
for
climate
change
awareness and action from the New
Zealand government, or as known in
Māori, the land of Aotearoa. They
recognize that the government
policymakers don’t represent their
communities and ages, ok boomers!
To counter this, any Māori or Pacific
people younger than 30 are welcome
to join their group (Our Story).
Advocating that sovereignty and
climate action are interconnected
issues for Indigenous communities is a
large part of their movement. For
example, India Logan-Riley, a youth

T

winning
some
top
Amnesty
International awards, a high honor
given to individuals like Nelson
Mandela and Malala Yousafzai (Stuff).
The group pushes for land sovereignty
and the implementation of pollution
control policies like zero-carbon
initiatives (Kutia).

Their squad is growing every day,
to keep up with their activism,
find them online!
Instagram: @tearawhatu
Twitter: @TeAraWhatu
Website: https://tearawhatu.org/

Rose Whipple
Age: 16
Saint Paul, MN

nment Enbridge Incorporated intends
to leave the old pipeline in the ground
until the new one is done, increasing
possible damage to environments and
ecosystems.
Whipple and LaDuke are part of the
same organization, StopLine3, a
collective that opposes pipelines and
oil influences on the government.
StopLine3 believes that the Pipeline
project would negatively affect the
land, water and the Indigenous
communities who rely on those
resources. Although the pipeline
project has been approved and
construction is scheduled for January
2020, StopLine3 continues to resist oil
industries
and
the
negative
implications such pipelines will have
on the environment and their people.

Rose Whipple is a member of the
Isanti Dakota and Ho-Chunk nations
and is most known for fighting pipeline
construction that would endanger the
land and wellbeing of Indigenous
Te Ara Whatu
communities (Musinguzi). You may
have heard of the Dakota Access
Ages: Under 30
Pipeline and the resulting Standing
Aotearoa/New Zealand
Rock protest. Whipple roasted DAPL
in that protest! Her involvement in
Standing Rock led her to protesting
the progress of the Line 3 Pipeline.
Whipple stood beside ecofeminist
Winona LaDuke in this protest.
Pipeline 3 is an oil pipeline passing
through Northern Minnesota into into
Canada, established by Enbridge
Rose is not on social media, but you can
Incorporated, a Canadian energy check out Winona’s work in the meantime!
Instagram: @WinonaLaDuke Twitter:
delegate, stated that “a lot of it will company. Protests occurred because
@WinonaLaDukeWebsite:
plans
to
replace
this
pipeline
would
come down to us having our
https://www.stopline3.org
sovereignty, us being able to not necessarily be safer for the envirodetermine our solutions on our own
terms, from our own knowledge, in our
After learning about these fierce people, you might be wondering what you
own ways” (Indigenous Climate Action can do to support Indigenous activists. These activists say that listening to
Network). She also said, “there is what they ask for is the G.O.A.T. Many groups appreciate donations and Te
something
transformative
and Ara Whatu is currently requesting money to help send their delegates to the
powerful when Indigenous people get 2020 UN Climate Talk.
together, so I don’t even think we can
Feel free to hit up some of the activists’ instagrams and websites in order to
start to imagine the limits of what see what other kinds of support they’re looking for.
could happen, because anything can
happen when we just hang out and
You can also check out some of the other great movements and organizations
share knowledge” (Indigenous Climate
listed below!
Action Network). This youth group is
Indigenous Environmental Network: https://www.ienearth.org/Centre for
really making big moves in the Indigenous Environmental Resources: http://www.yourcier.org/mission-andenvironmental movement, recently
vision.htmlCultural Survival: https://www.culturalsurvival.org/
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CAMP HOLAN
EXPERIENCE THE OUTDOORS
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biking
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summer
camps!
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heartfelt
bonding
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The
Outspoken
Voice of

TAYLOR
SAULSBURY
"I was inspired to plan a climate strike because I needed
something to do with my fear."

an exclusive interview by carol holan and rhetta power
triking has been used by many movements, including climate justice. Recent strikes have been
used to disrupt “business as usual” and bring awareness to the environmental crisis. We’re
focusing on one strike in Colorado Springs.

S

Weeks before the actual strike, Colorado College students were creating signs on pieces of recycled
cardboard with quotes such as “We Need a Climate of Change” and “The Wrong Amazon is Burning.”
Organizers also posted up, informing peers of the upcoming strike and encouraging them to join. At the
same time, Palmer General High School students were getting ready together, gathering their
handcrafted signs and preparing for the action they are taking with the local college students.
The day of the strike finally came on December sixth. It was a crisp morning in Colorado Springs, but
everyone was dedicated enough to brave the cold. Colorado College students and Palmer students
gathered, many of them missing classes and instead deciding to take time on their Friday morning to go
downtown and make their impact in the fight for environmental justice. In their eyes it was all worth it,
for the future.

SEVENQUEEN

page | 24

page | 25

TAYLOR SAULSBURY

olorado College students and Palmer students walked
from their schools to meet in front of City Hall
(Jadotte). Once they joined together, they formed a
group of around 200 people (Jadotte). They gathered
outside of City Hall, and use their voices and posters to
passionately protest their local policymakers. However,
some youth, like our very own editor Pardes Lyons-Warren
and highschool sophomore Taylor Saulsbury, spoke directly
to the crowd (Jadotte). Lyons-Warren spoke about the
accomplishments of youth climate groups in the recent past,
and the importance of collaboration within activism.
Saulsbury gave a passionate speech about wanting to live a
full life, and the effects that climate change could have on
that simple request.
Taylor Saulsbury is 15
years old and a self-declared
naturalist, who has grown up
in Colorado Springs. She’s a
sophomore
at
Palmer
General High School and she
appreciates the diversity of
the city and how close she is
to the dope mountains that
surround her. We agree, the
views of Pikes Peak really are
the G.O.A.T. Besides her
involvement in activism, she
loves film, theatre and is on
the debate team. This for sure
came in handy for her speech
at the climate march, as many
spectators were awed by her
presentation and strong
voice.
We were super psyched to
interview Taylor because she
is a strong and forceful young voice that got the attention of
everyone in Colorado Springs. SevenQueen loves
highlighting our generation absolutely slaying right now,
and Taylor is definitely killing it. Just like Bikini Kill said,
“girls constitute a revolutionary soul force that can and will
change the world for real” (Bikini Kill, 478). We’re so glad
Taylor came through and we finessed this interview with
her!
Continue reading to hear Taylor spill the whole tea on her
experience with the Colorado Springs Climate Strike and
the important role she played in it.

C

SevenQueen: What inspired you to plan a climate strike and
what was your experience like working with Colorado
College students?
Taylor Saulsbury: I was inspired to plan a climate strike
because I needed something to do with my fear. I need to
actually do something about it. Working with Colorado
College students was great because they share more
passion for action compared to some of the students at my
school.
SevenQueen: What was the greatest challenge you faced in
orchestrating the climate strike?

"You are not
alone. Don’t be
afraid to be loud
and stand up for
what you believe
in because you can
create change. I
always have to
look at the bigger
picture and
remind myself
of that."

SEVENQUEEN

Taylor Saulsbury: I think the
greatest challenge was walking through the hall with all
these students looking at me
funny and chanting with my
poster. I felt so alone. Feeling
alone in a movement is a
challenge. It all changed when
I saw the crowd! Each and
every person gave me hope.
SevenQueen: What was your
parents' response to your
interest in orchestrating the
climate strike?
Taylor Saulsbury: So supportive! I’m so lucky to have the
parents I do, but I do know
people whose parents don’t
have a positive response.

SevenQueen: What advice would you give to other young
activists who want to take action in their communities?
Taylor Saulsbury: You are not alone. Don’t be afraid to be
loud and stand up for what you believe in because you can
create change. I always have to look at the bigger picture
and remind myself of that.
SevenQueen: What would you say to older individuals who
believe that young people are less capable of creating
change?
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Taylor Saulsbury: Look what we have already done! People
are talking about it and the government is taking action. We
will not stop fighting for our future!
SevenQueen: What do you see for your own future in terms
of activism?
Taylor Saulsbury: I will continue to strike; however, I will
also continue to improve myself and educate the
community on this climate crisis. I have many ideas, like
going to school and having conventions on sustainability
and working with Colorado Springs Utilities.
SevenQueen: Outside of the environment, what are other
issues you are passionate about?
Taylor Saulsbury: I’m passionate about equal rights and gun
control because we all should have the right to a future and
a long, beautiful life, right?
SevenQueen: If you could leave everyone with one piece of
advice about how they can help the environment and take
on an active role in creating change, what would it be?
Taylor Saulsbury: Work up the ladder. First, improve
yourself through the little things like eating less meat and
recycling. Then, make or join a club to make your school and
community more sustainable. Continue to climb the ladder
by going to climate strikes and talking to [City] Council.
There is a plethora of things, and remember- we are all
climbing that ladder with you.

The strike Taylor organized came from the Sunrise
Movement, a nationwide environmental action group.
Sunrise Movement is mostly made up of teens (like you!)
who are passionate about climate justice. Sunrise
Movement says “We're building an army of young people to
make climate change an urgent priority across America, end
the corrupting influence of fossil fuel executives on our
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politics, and elect leaders who stand up for the health and
wellbeing of all people.” Their mission reflects a popular
trend in youth activism today: that we all (yes, ALL) need to
work together if we really want to make an impact on the
future of our planet and our lives (Sunrise). This is similar to
the Third Wave Manifesta that positioned activism “not as a
choice between self and community, but as a link between
them that creates balance” (Baumgardner and Richards
514).
Right now, teens in the Sunrise Movement are pushing for
the Green New Deal (GND). This proposal is pretty radical
and is meant to high-key switch up the environmental crisis.
The GND’s goal “is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in
order to avoid the worst consequences of climate change
while also trying to fix societal problems like economic
inequality and racial injustice” (Friedman). It sounds kind-of
complicated, but basically the GND is trying to fix almost
every problem caused by climate change - and fast. Many
politicians are pretty salty about the plan. They say it’s
“radical” and “impossible,” but our generation has a vision
for the future and a will to get there.
So, how exactly would the GND work? How can one plan
solve so many huge issues? According to the New York
Times, “the plan calls for the launch of a ‘10-year
mobilization’ to reduce carbon emissions in the United
States. It envisions sourcing 100 percent of the country’s
electricity from renewable and zero-emissions power,
digitizing the nation’s power grid, upgrading every building
in the country to be more energy-efficient, and overhauling
the nation’s transportation system by investing in electric
vehicles and high-speed rail” (Friendman). The GND is
controversial in the discussion around environmental
justice, partly due to the big price tag that comes with it. It
could cost a little over $475 billion, but is expected to bring
$2 trillion, almost four times its cost, back to the United
States once its benefits are in full swing (Friendman).
Everyone’s getting in on this, including 2020 presidential
candidate Bernie Sanders. His GND is the most progressice,
and many applaud him for this. But he’s also lost some
support as his projected cost would be $16.3 Trillion over
15 years - we’re shook. (Calma).
We hope Taylor’s words helped you learn more about not
only the Colorado Springs Climate Strike, but about what
you yourself can do to help in the fight for climate justice.
Just as Taylor said, the way to start is small. Now that you
have Taylor’s answers and information about the larger
fight, you can decide how you want to get involved!
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Megan Rapinoe, midfielder
for
the
United
States
women’s soccer team, started gaining popularity after
the team’s victory in the
Women’s Soccer World Cup
in July. In that tourn-ament
she received the Gold Ball,
the Gold Boot, and became
the oldest woman ever to
score in a World Cup finals
game. Following her major
win, Megan has become a
well-known
activist
by
speaking to press and calling
out
President
Trump’s
policies for homophobia,
racism, and sexism (Scott
and Bieler). She also made
the political statement of
kneeling during the national
anthem
after
President
Trump invited the team to
the
White
House
and
continues to work with the
rest of the women’s soccer
team to fight for equal pay
for themselves and future
players (Scott and Bieler). As
the year draws to a close,
Rapinoe continues to remain
as politically active as ever!

Megan
RapinoE

Jonathan
Van Ness

One of the Fab Five of Queer
Eye, Jonathan Van Ness is a
well-known celebrity icon.
Jonathan may not be a pop
culture newbie, but he did
make efforts to change and
expand his platform this
year as he started to
advocate for the importance
of self-truth. In June, Van
Ness came out as gender
non-binary, and spoke out
about how coming out
allowed
him
to
finally
embrace a part of his
identity that he had felt the
need
to
keep
hidden
(Schmidt). Later, in October,
Van Ness spoke about his
mental challenges he faced
when he tested HIV positive
and how these struggles
hurt his idea of his identity
as a gay man (Hawgood). As
Jonathan
Van
Ness
continues to star on Queer
Eye and explore other
opportunities, we can’t wait
to see how many opportunities the next year will
bring for him!

ople of 2019
Indya Moore, a transgender woman who uses
they/them and she/her
pronouns,
is
most
recognized for her role as
Angel in the tv show Pose.
Fans, activists, and the
actors themselves have
celebrated the show for
being so inclusive and
being woke enough to
actually cast trans people
to play trans characters.
This year, Indya Moore
made headlines when she
became
the
first
transgender woman to
ever be featured on the
cover of Elle magazine
(Yuan). As Moore becomes
more well recognized as a
model and actress, we
cannot wait to see what
else she does on Pose and
elsewhere (Kai).

Indya
Moore

Sam Smith
Sam Smith is another wellknown celebrity who is no
stranger to the limelight.
Sam has always made
waves performing as an
openly gay artist, and in
March, Smith came out as
gender nonbinary (Aviles).
Later in September of this
year,
Sam
Smith
announced that they were
officially changing their
pronouns to “they/theirs”
in a powerful Instagram
post that gave us all the
feels (Nelson). Smith said
that at this point in time
they are not yet at a stage
where they feel completely
comfortable
explaining
their decision to change
their
gender
identity.
However, this did not stop
them
from
thanking
several non-binary and
trans community activists
who helped inspire them to
come
out
and
Sam
mentioned that they are
looking forward to telling
more of their story in the
future (Nelson). We are
looking forward to hearing
it!

Pete Buttigieg is the openly
gay mayor of South Bend,
Indiana
and
currently
stands as one of the
forerunners
of
the
democratic primaries for
the presidential election in
2020. He directly refers to
his sexuality in many of his
campaigns and one of his
key proposals for creating
LGBTQ+ equality involves
telling his own story and
encouraging people of all
backgrounds
to
work
together
to
fight
for
equality (Buttigieg). We
can’t wait to see how his
campaign
continues
to
grow and develop in the
next year and if he takes
on the White House!

PEte
ButtiGieg

Kehlani
Social media influencer
and
musician
Kehlani
decided to branch out and
try her hand in the world
of fashion this year. Late
last year she came out as
queer and pushed her fans
and followers to reframe
their opinions about what
a
“normal
birth”
experience looks like when
she
announced
her
pregnancy with her close
friend (Kiley). She gave
birth to her beautiful baby
girl Adeya in March.
Kehlani was inspired by
her new motherhood to
create her new non-binary
clothing line, “TSNI”, which
was released in June of this
year (Hahn). The whole
clothing line has been
revered for being inclusive
of all genders. And bonus:
it features cute baby
onesies that come with
matching socks (Hahn)!
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Mikaela Straus, or King
Princess as her fans more
commonly know her, has
quickly become recognized
as a well-known queer
singer. She released the
song “1950” earlier this
year which quickly gained
popularity. The success of
“1950” encouraged King
Princess to release her full
album
“Cheap
Queen”
which talks all about her
experiences as a queer
woman
(Guerrera
and
Touros). The Cheap Queen
tour has also featured
other queer artists as
openers including many
drag queens. She is also a
prominent
activist
for
reframing the narrative of
“queer
music”
and
challenges her listeners to
view it not as a subculture
of music, but rather simply
as music (Guerrera and
Touros).

King
Princess

Contra
Points
YouTuber
star
Natalie
Wynn, more commonly
known to her followers as
ContraPoints, is an antialt-right,
transgender
activist who speaks out
about a variety of issues in
her videos. She seeks to
educate her viewers on
topics such as legal cases
of
transgender
discrimination
and
issues
pertaining to women’s
rights,
and
highlights
other
forms
of
discrimination she receives
on a daily basis as a trans
woman
(Fleishman).
ContraPoints
presents
these arguments in an
interesting way, creating a
whole cast of characters
and making them engage
in conversations where
they discuss their different
opinions (Fleishman). We
look forward to hearing
about the other debates
she chooses to bring up!

Earlier this year, Ryan
Russell, retired football
player for the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers, came out as
bisexual. Russell wrote a
long,
emotional
letter
released by ESPN where
he detailed the many
struggles he faced before
coming out. In coming out,
Russell described his need
to
feel
at
one
and
completely
comfortable
with his own identity
(Russell).
He
also
mentioned his hopes to
return to the NFL under the
grounds that he would be
the first openly LGBTQ+
football player in the
league (Russell). He hopes
that his experience can
serve as a role model to
other football players in
showing that it is possible
to exist within the NFL as a
LGBTQ+ player (Russell).

Ryan
Russel

Lil
Nas
X

Lil Nas X has had a widely
successful year in 2019.
Since he came out as gay
in July, he made history
this year when he became
the first openly gay black
musician to take home an
award from the Country
Music Association this year
(Pineda). There have been
previous gay artists to win
awards from the Country
Music Association awards,
but
Lil
Nas
X’s
achievement marks the
first time that a black gay
man has won an award
(Pineda). His song “Old
Town Road” that he
performed in collaboration
with Billy Ray Cyrus was
also named the “Music
Event
of
the
Year”
(Pineda).
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